
 

The Third Pledge: 
I am a church member. 

 

I will not let my church be about my preferences and desires. That is self-serving. I 
am a member in this church to serve others and to serve Christ. My Savior went to 
the cross for me. I can deal with any inconvenience and matters that just aren’t my 
preference or style. 

 
Sign & date __________________________________________________ 

 
Sermon Notes | January 29, 2023 
 
Title: I Will Not Let My Church Be About 
My Preferences and Desires 
Text: Philippians 2 
 

We are all susceptible to _____-________-________ Syndrome 
 
Thom Rainer: “The strange thing about church membership is 
that you actually give up your _______________________________ 
when you join.” 
 
William Temple: “The church is the only society that exists for 
the _______________________ of those who are not its members.” 
 
Matthew 20:25-28, “whoever wants to become great among 
you must be your _____________________” 
 In the NT, “Servant” is used ___________ times 
       “Serve” is used _________ times 
 
What are some things that can happen if I-Me-My Syndrome 
infiltrates the church? 
 
 
 
How do we inoculate ourselves from I-Me-My Syndrome? 
Be more C.H.I.L.L. 
 

1. ____________________________ 
a. See John 13:1-17; Philippians 2:5-11 

 
2. ____________________________ 

a. See Matthew 23:12; 1 Peter 5:6-7 
 

3. ____________________________ 
a. See Philippians 2:19-21 

4. ____________________________ 
a. See Philippians 2:25-30 

 
5. ____________________________ 

a. See Romans 15:5-7 

______________________________________________________ 
Going Deeper | Study & Discussion Questions (from the book) 
 
1. Show from key Bible verses the difference between church 

membership and country club membership from the 
perspective of personal preferences and desires. 

2. Find and explain key passages in the Bible that talk about 
Christians being like servants. How would you describe a 
servant as it applies to being a member of a church? 

3. Why do many churches have “worship wars”? What does 
that have to do with the right or wrong attitude about 
church membership? 

4. Describe someone in your church that best fits the 
description of having the mind of Christ and a servant 
attitude. Find key NT passages that would fit him or her. 

5. Go verse-by-verse through Philippians 2:5-11. Explain how 
the attitude of Christ in each verse becomes a pattern for us 
as church members. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


